Egypt April 19th to May 6th 2011. 
A trip report by John Jennings & Mary Megalli, plus we were joined for the first three days by Christian Roesti, an experienced Swiss birder. Mary has lived in Egypt since 1963 when she arrived from California, apart from a ten year period when she went back to the US. Mary is a contact I made from the Egypt Yahoo Group Forum. Mary had agreed to take me around Egypt in her car for the whole period. She also booked all hotels in advance.
April 19th
After an uneventful flight to Sharm El Sheikh I arrived at the Airport at 17:15 and was met by my companion, Mary Megalli, for my 18 day trip around Egypt. She had been joined by Christian, a Swiss birder. He was going to come along with us for some of those days.
As we drove out of the Airport we saw a couple of Swift then we drove along an expansive grassy area and dotted along the grass were many Yellow Wagtail, including some smart looking Black Headed ones, and also about thirty Red-throated Pipits and a few Tree Pipits. That was a good start but it didn’t last long. 
We arrived at our Hotel in Shark Bay and the first thing I did was to go to my holdall for a change of clothes. Horror of horrors I had picked an identical bag to mine that belonged to someone else so it was a drive back to the airport and that is where it became a farce with bureaucracy gone mad. We had been there for 30 minutes and were told that the other person had rung in and was on their way to the airport. 2 hours later they still hadn’t arrived and we were told to go home because they had rung in to say they were coming in with the bag Wednesday morning and we were to come back to the airport after 11am the next day. Mary gave them her number and we drove back to the hotel and just as we arrived there her phone rang. The bag had arrived and we had to get back quickly to collect it. We turned around, arrived at the airport 10 minutes later and there were our bags, only they weren’t going to let us have them because they didn’t believe that we were the rightful owners of the bags. Thankfully Mary intervened and after about another twenty minutes of arguing they relented and we both went on our way with our correct bags.
April 20th. 
Sharm El Sheikh area.
We tried the lawns at the airport again but this time there were only a few Yellow Wagtails there so Mary drove us to the nearby sewage works. This was a good move for me as we were soon onto a Lifer for me when Christian spotted a few Sandgrouse flying around. Eventually they settled down, albeit distantly, and we scoped them. They were quickly ID’d by Christian as Spotted Sandgrouse. During the course of the 90 minutes we were there the flock increased to 71. Also seen were a bonus pair of Crowned Sandgrouse, two distant Lesser-spotted Eagles, about a dozen Spur-winged Lapwing, lone Avocet, Cattle Egret, Brown-necked Raven and Squacco Heron plus about 40 White Stork and quite a few Black Kite.
It was time to go back to the Hotel for breakfast and whilst eating another lifer flew by in the shape of a few White-eyed Gulls.
We ventured out to a rubbish tip area off the Dahab Road. This turned out to be a very long and fruitless drive looking for any desert species birds, for which there were none. The only birds seen were a Barbary Falcon, a Long-legged Buzzard, a few Black Kite and a colony of Rock Doves plus a Steppe Buzzard, which was a first for me. 
Mary had been having some timing issues with her car so I decided to back to the hotel whilst she went to get the car sorted out. The only bird added here were a couple of Laughing Doves. Unfortunately the problems with Mary’s car turned out to be far more serious than was first thought and she had to hire a car to cover the duration of our trip. Parts were being bought by her in Cairo and the car would be repaired once she was back in Sharm on May 5th.
April 21st.
We started the day at Sharm Sewage Works again in the hope of getting better Spotted Sandgrouse pictures but they arrived relatively late and only 40 of them today. Still I managed some slightly better images but the star of the show for me was being able to get a good image of a male Red-throated Pipit. It also became a fairly productive hour spent there before returning to the hotel for a breakfast. Birds seen today were; Pallid Swift, Sand Martin, Swallow (a possible Rock Martin but we were not confident enough to firm up the ID) White Stork, Black Kite, Spur-winged Lapwing, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Temminks Stint, White Wagtail, Squacco Heron, Little Egret, Brown-necked Raven & House Crow.
After breakfast it was the start of a massive seven plus hour drive from Sharm to the tunnel under the Suez Canal and southwards towards Hurghada to Mary’s place. On the way we stopped at the Sharm Harbour whilst Mary went to the bank to get some currency. This was a good stop for me as after a short while Christian spotted a Striated Heron about four hundred yards away. How he could see what it was is beyond me as it just looked not much bigger than a dot on the beach but we decided to walk to it in the hope of photographing it. Thankfully the bird obliged and I managed a few nice photos. Other birds seen were White-eyed Gulls, Cattle Egret, Cormorant and a House Crow.
About thirty kilometres from Ras Mohammed we came to a rest area that Mary thought might be a good raptor viewpoint. This was due to the strong winds that could bring the raptors our way from across the Red Sea. This turned out to be a good decision as quite a few Steppe Buzzards were seen battling against fierce winds plus a lone Black Stork and a couple of Honey Buzzard. Moving on we came to another rest area about a further 10 kilometres North and we stopped again. This time we were rewarded with views of more Steppe Buzzards plus Booted, Short-toed and Steppe Eagles.
It was time to drive none stop to our destination, as it was still about 5+ hours away. Three hours further into our journey and Mary’s luck ran out again with the hire car when she got a puncture in the rear offside tyre. We managed to thankfully put on the spare tyre and whilst doing that I spotted a Crested Lark and Christian heard, but didn’t see, a Graceful Prinia.
After stopping at a café we arrived at Mary’s at about 7.30pm.
April 22nd.
Marina Wadi Dome, Ayn Sokhna region. (Mary’s Place)
The day started in the gardens of the complex Mary lived in. The first bird seen was a Common Bulbul which was quickly followed by Chiffchaff, Spotted Flycatcher, Lesser Whitethroat, Sparrowhawk, Whinchat, Garden Warbler, Laughing Dove, Swallow, Bee eater and out on the beach, Whiskered Tern and a lone Western Reef Heron.. 
After breakfast we ventured out to a café about 20 km’s north of Mary’s. This was a raptor migration hotspot and it certainly lived up to its reputation as there were 1,000’s of birds drifting through, some very high but the odd one not too high.
It is hard to estimate the numbers but there must have been in excess of 10,000 White Storks and also Steppe Buzzards, 200 plus of Short-toed & Steppe Eagle’s & also Bee-Eaters. 50 plus Lesser Spotted & Booted Eagle, 40 plus Egyptian Vulture & Black Stork, Also I found a Lifer in the shape of a Spotted Eagle. Other birds seen were Western Reef Heron, a couple of Rock Martin, Hoopoe and a Brown-necked Raven.
We decided to move up to a the Ayn Sokhna marsh, where the artesian spring is. This was about 6km further up the road. Mary had gone on a trip to Cairo to get the parts for her car so we had no transport to get there. There was an old taxi across the road and Christian bartered his way to a good price and we got in the car then got out again as the taxi wouldn’t start so we had to push start it.
At the Reedbed it was apparent that the dominant raptors were the Steppe Buzzards and the Black Kite as well as 250 plus Bee-Eaters but there were still the odd White Stork, Short-toed Eagle, Booted Eagle, Marsh Harrier, Lesser Spotted Eagle plus a supporting cast of Red-rumped Swallow, Whiskered Tern, Squacco Heron, Little Egret, Graceul Prinia, Yellow Wagtail & Purple Heron. The biggest surprise of the day was almost being hit in the face by a Bee Eater. It narrowly missed me and dropped onto the floor about 18” away from me. I stayed there stock still but it didn’t move so I slowly stepped back and it flew to about 20 feet away. Thankfully I managed some good images of the bird.
That was it for the day but on our return to Mary’s flat we did see a Nightingale lurking amongst the bushes.
April 23rd.
Marina Wadi Dome. (Mary’s Place)
I spent an hour before breakfast checking out the gardens. Not as many birds around today as there were yesterday but I did find a Wryneck and a Hooded Crow as well as a Spotted Flycatcher, a couple of Lesser Whitethroat and Common Bulbul and whilst eating breakfast a flock of about 15 Bee-Eaters flew over.
Christian had decided to part company with us today as he wanted to climb up the mountains by where we had been raptor spotting and spend a couple of nights up there. We bid him farewell and started our long journey to Safaga, just South of Hurghada. On our way we stopped for Fuel at Zafarana and just past the Petrol Station we came across a small wet area that had two Wood Sandpiper and seven Cattle Egret. 
Much later into the drive we called into a Sewage Farm at Ras Shukeir and what a good choice that was at it got me a lifer in the shape of Black-winged Pratincole. Other birds seen here were about 15 Whiskered Tern a Pied Kingfisher, possibly about 40 Yellow Wagtails, a Sedge Warbler & Spotted Flycatcher, a couple of Squacco Herons, a Sparrowhawk, Redshank, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Spur-winged Lapwing, about 40 Hooded Crow and three Steppe Buzzards and a fly by of approximately 100 Bee-eaters in three separate groups.
Our last stop was at the pleasant El Gouna Fish Ponds. Not too many birds there but we had two Western Reef Heron, two Squacco Heron, a Purple Heron, a Common & Green Sandpiper and a couple of Spur-winged Lapwing. By the time we got to Safaga it was nearly 4pm so we decided that was it for the day.
April 24th.
Today was a long drive through the desert to Luxor. For virtually the whole length there was no vegetation apart from a few small scattered bushes but at 30 km west of Safaga we spotted one lone Steppe Eagle thermalling above us. I managed a few photos of it, albeit distant ones before carrying on with our journey.
36 km further on we came across one huge lone Acacia tree and thought it wise to see if anything was in it. We managed to find two Redstart plus a Spotted Flycatcher and further back on the rocks was a White-crowned Black Wheatear. Nothing else could be seen so we moved on again.
11 km further on we came to a tiny village that had quite a few trees in it. It looked perfect for birds, and so it turned out to be with literally hundreds of Warblers, mostly Lesser Whitethroat, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler and Chiffchaff and an Eastern Bonelli's Warbler and an Eastern Orphean Warbler. Also seen here was a Masked Shrike that was chasing some of these Warblers.
The next 67 km was uneventful but at that distance we saw a Masked Shrike.
From here we passed over the Nile at Qena and here I saw my very first Barn Swallow of the savignii ssp with their rusty red underbody.
From here we continued along the Nile west bank and started to see a few species such as a couple of Pied Kingfishers, quite a few Bee-eaters, a lone Black-shouldered Kite and quite near to Luxor a Lifer for me when Mary spotted a Little Green Bee-eater.
By now it was nearly 4pm and as we were both tired we decided to stop for the day. We now have two nights booked at Luxor before moving on to Aswan.
April 25th
We started the day at the nearby Kings Valley after Trumpeter Finch. Upon arrival we could hear the odd bird calling but could see no movement. We noticed a track that went off to the right and drove up there for about two hundred yards until we reached some buildings. We were stopped by a guard and Mary explained what we were doing there and he pointed to an area past the buildings. There was an old water tank leaking water and I thought they might come down to the small puddle on the floor to drink. Two showed up the hill straight away and over the next few minutes about twenty plus flew into the area but only two came down to drink before all of them flew off. There were also 5 Brown-necked Raven nearby and I managed some good photos of one of them.
We went back to the Hotel for Breakfast then onto Crocodile Island. Target birds here were Clamerous Reed Warbler and Nile Valley Sunbird. The first were everywhere in the reeds but seeing them was difficult but eventually I saw one and later in the day I had a second one. The Sunbird on the other hand was very difficult at first. We could hear them, and Mary managed to see one whilst I was photographing a Black-shouldered Kite, but seeing them was proving to be difficult. Thankfully a couple of males and a female showed, the males well enough to be photographed, and later yet again another male showed well. Both these birds were lifers for me 
Another unexpected Lifer was also found on the island when two Senegal Thick-knees showed briefly. Quite a few other birds were found and the list was as follows; Moorhen, Purple Gallinule, Zitting Cisticola, Graceful Prinia, Little Green, Blue-cheeked and European Bee-eaters, Spur-winged Lapwing, White-winged Tern, Whiskered Tern, Cattle & Little Egret, Night, Squacco, Purple & Grey Heron, Pied Kingfisher, plenty of Yellow Wagtails, Masked Shrike, Crested Lark, Hoopoe, Black Kite, White Stork, Turtle Dove and plenty of overflying Swifts and Swallows (including the savignii ssp).
We had a lunch on the island and then sat down for a while. The day had become very hot so we decided to go back to the hotel for a rest.
I had taken almost 500 photos today and decided to go through them all and edit those I wanted to keep, which was over 200 in the end. Whilst editing them a strange call came from just outside the window. At first I couldn’t see it but then it came out into the open and a I managed a series of good shots of the bird. Remembering its scratchy call I decided to check out the birds I thought it might be on my BWPi programme and managed to ID it as an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler so that was a good end to the day.
April 26th
Today was the long drive down the west bank to Aswan from Luxor. Already at 7.30 am (as all other days) it was scorching hot & getting hotter. 
Just after leaving the Luxor boundary we saw a Black-shouldered Kite, only one of two seen on this road to Aswan. There wasn’t much else to see until we got to Esna where a relatively confiding Masked Shrike was seen and photographed and a pair of Nile Valley Sunbirds, the male disappearing quickly but the female stayed long enough to be photographed.
Further along the road we came to a village called Ruqyqyn, which came close to the Nile. We stopped and walked to the bank and straight away flushed over twenty Pied Kingfishers and a Purple Heron. There were a few islands here and we scanned the nearest one, picking up over 30 Purple Swamphen and Squacco Heron, five Purple Heron a few Little Egret, Spur-winged Lapwing and Moorhen and on the bank we were standing on where seen the savignii ssp Swallows plus a Graceful Prinia and a few Little Green Bee-eater. This was a good stop and Mary remarked that it could be really good in the winter months.
Approximately 50 km north of Aswan we came to an area of road that was under construction with many stones strewn over the road. It didn’t stop a Toyota Pick up from doing about 60mph along it and as it passed us it must have caught a stone that flew to our car smashing the rear passenger window. Great!! that’s the third thing that has happened with the motors we are using.
Just past here we made a quick stop and I photographed a Zitting Cisticola on a thin stem. A bit further on we made another quick stop. I had noticed something fly by that looked different and eventually tracked down a Rufous Bush Robin. Unfortunately I couldn’t get a good photo of it only record shots.
We reached Aswan and Mary wasn’t sure where the hotel was and we went up a side street near the stadium and stopped at the edge of El Amin Gardins (a small garden area with a couple of bandstand type structures in it). Something caught my eye, as Mary phoned the hotel for instructions, and I quickly got out of the car with my bins and camera and was shocked when a White-Crowned Black Wheatear dropped onto one of the beams. Unfortunately it was between me and the sun so I couldn’t get a good image of it.
After a two hour rest Mary & I went to the Sewage Works near the high dam. We had left it a bit late as it was starting to get dark but we could see that a good Heron roost was starting to build with impressive numbers of Night Heron, Little & Cattle Egret as well as at least twenty Purple Heron that were flying into the reedbeds. Also seen on the reserve were about thirty Ferruginous Duck, 10 plus Rock Martin, three Clamerous Reed Warbler, Egyptian Goose, Spur-winged Lapwing, Turtle Dove, Zitting Cisticola and three Snipe. 
April 27th.
Today was the day we were doing a boat trip around the islands. Mary knew a chap that would take us around in his small boat with an outboard motor, just right for getting into places the larger boats couldn’t reach. That turned out to be a wise choice as so many good birds gave themselves up for photography. They included Clamerous Reed Warbler, Graceful Prinia, Striated, Purple, Squacco & Night Heron, Little Bittern, Pied Kingfisher, Senegal Thick-knee, Purple Gallinule, Little Grebe, White-Winged, Whiskered & Gull Billed Terns and Black-headed Gull. The person that owned the boat also owned a place called the Nubian farm and he has spent years developing this area and now a large number of Nile Valley Sunbirds breed in his garden.
If anyone wants to do the islands by boat I would highly recommend him. His name is Mohamed Arabi and here is a feature about him. http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/aswanbirding.htm. His phone number in Egypt is 012 324 0132 or he can be reached via his son’s email (who also is a good bird guide) at diaaeldin2000@yahoo.com.
We had been out on the boat for about two & a half hours but the day was getting extremely hot and I was burning up so we went to his Nubian farm where we sat down and had some cold drinks whilst watching the Nile Valley Sunbirds displaying. Unfortunately the day had gone ridiculously hot, so hot it was actually hard to walk around in it so we decided to call it a day and go back to the hotel. Even after only that time I came away with some stunning photos.
April 28th.
Today was a long 350+ km drive ahead of us. We were heading for Wadi Gemal on the Red Sea so an early breakfast was needed. We were on the road for 7am and the first thing we did was stop at a few vantage points that looked over the Nile. This we did right up to the main road bridge spanning the Nile a few kilometres outside of Aswan. Along the way we saw quite a few White-winged, Gull-billed and Whiskered Terns. There were also about twenty Ferruginous Duck out on the river. On a small island of rocks we spotted seven Senegal Thick-knees, two of them displaying with open wings. Five species of Heron were also seen, Grey, Purple, Squacco, Night & Striated. Added to the above were five Black-winged Stilts near the bridge, Moorhen with chicks, Little Egret all over the place, plenty of Pied Kingfisher, a few Nile Valley Sunbirds, forty plus European Bee-eaters, a lone Hoopoe and a couple of Clamerous Reed Warbler.
Now was the long drive to Wadi Gemal. There was nothing worth reporting until we got to about twenty kilometres south of Marsa Alam. I spotted some gulls on the beach and we stopped the car about two hundred metres from them. Grabbing my camera I gingerly moved slowly towards them, fully expecting them to fly off because there was nothing I could use to hide myself from them but I needn’t have worried as they stayed put, allowing me to get within twenty metres of them. There were about eighty gulls there of two species. Approximately sixty White-eyed Gulls plus about twenty Sooty Gulls (a lifer for me). I managed some really good images of these birds. I got back to the car and almost straight away spotted a Lesser Short-toed Lark by the side of the road.
Our final destination before going to our hotel was the Wadi Gemal N.R HQ. Mary had a friend there who was a ranger and we were hoping that they would take us out to an island a coupe of miles or more off the coast. Thankfully they said we could have an hour on the island. Whilst waiting for the boat to be brought to the shore we saw a Spotted Flycatcher at the far edge of the H.Q building.
The island was great. A lifer straight away when we saw ten Sooty Falcons. Three Osprey were on the island plus quite a few White-eyed Gull & Sooty Gull. The hour soon went by and it was now time to drive to our Hotel that we were staying at for the next three nights, the Shams Alam. A quick look around the grounds produced quite a few Cattle Egret, Yellow Wagtail, Spotted Flycatcher, Whinchat Bee-Eaters, Wryneck, Redstart, a possible Black Redstart (but it flew off too quickly to make sure). And quite a few Tree Pipits & Warblers that were immediately unidentifiable.
April 29th.
I got up at 5am and had a walk around the gardens. Much the same as the previous day until I walked outside of the Hotel. There standing on one of the clay pots that adorn the front was a female Hooded Wheatear, a Lifer for me. Unfortunately I had been looking at it through a scope so was too far away for photography. I approached cautiously but the bird flew before I could get close to it. I managed some good photos of a Wryneck before being saddened by the sight of an injured Bee-eater. It could hardly walk and I think it might also have broken its wing. The bird was still there ten hours later. There was still a few Tree Pipits and a Willow Warbler. As we were about to leave the hotel for the day an Eastern Orphean Warbler dropped into a nearby tree.
Our destination for the day was about 200 km away. It was good for Lappet Faced & Egyptian Vulture. On the way we called into someone Mary knew near Hamada. He ran a diving company and we were hoping to catch a lift tomorrow on one of the dive boats that frequent the nearby islands. We soon arrived at the site and got to talking with the owner and he offered to organise a boat just for us two the next day. It was a bit expensive for two hundred euros’ but we thought it over and decided to go for it so tomorrow should see us out on the islands for about five hours. Whilst here I saw a Caspian Tern and watched it as it landed on some rocks. I approached cautiously and thankfully the Tern was unconcerned with my presence and allowed me to take some good photos of it.
We carried on towards the Lappet Faced site but as we got to about 100 km away we were stopped at a checkpoint. No matter what Mary said to them in fluent Arabic they refused to let us go any further so we had no alternative but to return back the way we came.
The final stop was at El Qul’an. This is where there are mangroves right down to the sea. There were a few nice birds here. Grey Plover, two Turnstones a Whimbrel, Caspian Tern, Sooty & White Eyed Gulls but the star of the show was a black morph Western Reef Heron. 
We drove on and tried a desert drive in the hope of seeing some desert species but after 15 km it became unbearably hot, plus not a bird was seen or heard, so we decided to head back to the Hotel.
April 30th.
Today was a day of highs and lows. Over the last two days I had noticed my feet were swelling and today they had blown right up. So much so that the only things I could wear were some adjustable sandals. My feet were also beginning to hurt as well when I walked. I also realised that I had left my Sun Tan lotion somewhere along the route. That fact became obvious when we got to the Wadi Lahmi Diving centre. The fact that we were to be out on a boat for a few hours in scorching sunshine didn’t bode well and I suffered a bit of Sunburn upon my return back to shore.
We had booked a boat from the Wadi Lahmi Diving Centre to take us around the Hamata Islands and it was an exhilarating trip out on a very fast twin outboard motor dingy.
The first island we went relatively close to was Maharis Island and straight away I spotted a lifer. There were five Crab Plovers about two hundred metres away but unfortunately the driver wouldn’t go nearer because apparently it was against the law to do so, so I didn’t get any photos of them. What we did see on that Island were two Sooty Falcon, quite a few Osprey, Sooty & White-Eyed Gulls and later in the day when we passing close by again were five Bridled Terns flying past us. 
The next Island was Siyul Island and It was here that I found a major problem. The lens on my camera suddenly stopped working. The motor wasn’t functioning and the camera kept shutting down creating an error message on it. I tried a small lens to make sure it wasn’t the camera and that worked ok so it definitely was a faulty lens. I played around with it and managed to get it to work on manual focus only which was difficult with birds in flight. 
It was a shame because there were so many birds flying around that I missed some great photo opportunities. However I did manage some really good Osprey & Caspian Tern shots. Other birds seen here were Western Reef Heron, Little Egret, Turnstone, Curlew Sandpiper plus quite a few Osprey (approx thirty, plenty of them carrying fish over our heads) plus quite a few Sooty & White-eyed Gulls. Surprise bird here was a Little Bittern that flew off the island.
Showarit Island was the last we looked at and here there must have been at least ten Sooty Falcon plus a few Osprey.
My Lens suddenly packed up altogether so we decided to return back to shore. Just as we were arriving back to shore two Whiskered Terns flew by. A Caspian Tern was standing on some nearby rocks and Sooty & White-eyed Gulls were flying over.
When back on shore I played around with a few options on my camera and managed to get it to work on one setting only but only with manual focus plus at far lower speeds than my normal setting. 
We did the short walk to the nearby Wadi Lahmi mangroves and saw some good birds there including a very surprising bird. Mary spotted a Goliath Heron hiding about two hundred metres away in vegetation. It soon took flight and was joined by a second one. Other birds seen here were a Terek Sandpiper, about a dozen Ringed Plover, two Kentish Plover, a Common Sandpiper, a Grey Plover in resplendent breeding plumage, a Spoonbill, four Western-reef Heron (one a black morph) and a fly by Little Bittern.
By now my feet were really hurting so we went back to the Diving Centre and there was a lunch waiting for us. After finishing off an excellent meal we decided it would be best if we returned back to the hotel so I could have a rest.
The only bird of note on the way back to the hotel was a wayward Black Stork over Abu Ghusun.
May 1st
Today was a virtual non-birding day due to the long mileage we faced ahead to get to Mary’s place. It was 650 kilometres away.
Before starting off I did a quick scan of the gardens before breakfast and it got me two bonus birds with Tawny Pipit and Thrush Nightingale. There were still plenty of Tree Pipits plus the odd Spotted Flycatcher and huge numbers of Bee-eaters flying over.
Just before Marsa Alam a lone Swift flew in from the Red Sea and at Marsa Alam a Marsh Harrier flew along the beach area..
The next stop was where Mary knew there would be a black morph Reef Heron. It was about ten kilometres north of Marsa Alam and true to her word there it was. More importantly it was joined by two Black-winged Pratincole, two Curlew Sandpipers and a lone Kingfisher.
One other place Mary suggested we should stop at (if she could find it) was the sewage farm near Hurghada Airport. Mary was telling me that it had been turned over to Agricultre and that the run off pools were gradually being filled in. The reedbed was being starved of water also so this was possibly the last chance of seeing a lot of birdlife here in the future.
Mary took a while but eventually found it. The first three birds were Steppe Buzzard, Black Kite and a couple of Sparrowhawk. Mary drove across to the other side of the main road and turned into what can only be described as dumping area. After a few minutes Mary stopped the car and we walked to the edge of a pile of dust and bricks and there before us was the last remnant of one of the run off pools. It was no larger than about 100 sq metres but on it were about 30 Ruff, 12 Curlew Sandpipers, 7 Little Stint, 5 Dunlin, 10 Wood Sandpiper, a couple of Marsh Sandpipers, Green Sandpiper, Greenshank, Little Egret and a lone Broad-billed Sandpiper. Also there were about 15 Whiskered Tern, a few White Wagtail, 20 Yellow Wagtails and large numbers of Swallow and Sand Martins. The Sand Martins interested me. Most of them were the usual plumage colour but some looked almost black. I have never seen that colour in them before.
Whilst I was looking at the birds Mary talked to the young driver of a huge dump truck, begging him not to dump waste into the water, at least during migration season
There were no more planned stops until we got to Mary’s but as we got to within half a kilometre from a mileage sign that said 259 km to Cairo I noticed a load of white birds on some distant rocks out at sea. We stopped and I got the scope out and counted 47 Swift Tern and a Caspian Tern. I walked to the beach in the hope of getting some photos with my faulty lens and as I reached the tideline I flushed two Kentish Plover.
Unfortunately the lens played up and I only managed record shots of the Terns.
May 2nd.
I had been having stomach problems all night and didn’t sleep well. I had also developed a bad headache and as Mary had to go to Cairo for spare parts for the car repair she was to have done in Sharm I decided to stay out of the sun at her place and just rest.
I was up at 5am and decided to just sit on the balcony and rest. 25 minutes later a gorgeous male Collared Flycatcher flew onto a post. That is the first one I have seen since September 1996. Unfortunately it was too far away for photography.
I decided to try a walk around the gardens but it didn’t last long. I was just feeling too unwell. In the thirty minutes I walked around I had two pair of Collared Flycatcher a Pied Flycatcher and a Spotted Flycatcher, Willow Warbler, two Common Bulbul, a Squacco Heron and two major surprises, a female Levant Sparrowhawk of which I have good photos of and an Eleonora’s Falcon on the ground that didn’t stay long enough for me to get a photo.
I did another thirty minute walk after 5pm and added Whinchat, Hoopoe plus all three Flycatchers were still in the same area. Huge numbers of Bee-eaters were around and one of them flew past my face as I walked out from a passageway.
Tomorrow is the long drive to St Katherine’s Monastery.
May 2nd.
As usual a walk before breakfast was in order. I was only out for about 45 minutes and in that time I had about 100+ Bee-eaters, two Common Bulbul, Collared & Pied and Spotted Flycatcher, two pairs of Whinchat, Hoopoe and a Wood Warbler. 
After breakfast it was the long haul to St Katherines Monastery area on Sinai. First stop was at the restaurant we had eaten the night before. Here they have a good looking pool and although not too many birds seen there were some good ones. Squacco Heron, Pied & Spotted Flycatcher and a Warbler that could have been a Whitethroat.
The next stop was the marsh about 25 km north from Mary’s. Straight away we saw a Great Reed Warbler plus about twenty Steppe Buzzard, huge numbers of Bee-eaters and a Spotted Flycatcher.
The next stop was caused by a large shadow going over the car. We looked around us and there was a raptor migration going on. This was situated on the coast road to Sharm El Sheikh 55 km’s north of Abu Zeneima.
In about twenty minutes there must have been 400+ Honey Buzzard, approximately 50+ Steppe Buzzard. There was a Long-legged Buzzard on the ground just off the tide line and at least one flying. A Spotted Eagle and two Lesser Spotted Eagles. A Short-toed and a Steppe Eagle and about 10 Black Kite. Not bad for a twenty minute stop.
45 kilometres further on (10km north of Abu Zeneima) I saw a Mourning Wheatear on a post. We stopped to try for a photo but it flew off. Whilst there we saw two White-Crowned Black Wheatears.
The next stop was a good one for me. Mary spotted a water station and some garden just east of the Tor/St.Katherine roads junction, beside the road. It is only a few kilometres in from the junction. We walked in and straight away saw a Spotted Flycatcher before Mary Shouted out, “Blackstart”. We walked around the other side of the building and there were two of them. They flew over onto some barbed wire fencing and I slowly eased myself towards them. I needn’t have worried about scaring one of them as it flew straight towards me and landed about ten feet away from. Needless to say I have some good photos of that bird.
The last stop before St Katherines was at Wadi Feiran Tourist Garden. The first bird there was a new one for the trip. Two White-spectacled Bulbuls. Added to these we saw another Blackstart and a couple of White-crowned Black Wheatear.
May 4th.
The night at Fox Camp was a bad one. Singing, dancing plus some barking dogs to the early hours. I even had one of the young lads singing outside my bedroom window at 1am. I told him to shut up but it made no difference. Needless to say that I had no sleep that night. Because of that we decided to move onto Sharm El Sheikh at dinnertime instead of a second night at the Fox Camp. 
Around Fox Camp.
There were no birds at all around the camp so I took a walk to a track about half a mile away. Straight away I saw three species. One I didn’t recognise and the other were a pair of White-crowned black Wheatears, & three Bar-tailed Desert Larks.. 
Back at the camp Mary & I had our breakfast before moving onto St Katherine’s Monastery. Here we had White-Crowned Black Wheatear plus Spotted & Collared Flycatcher and a little further down the track we saw a couple of Desert Lark but nothing else so we drove to St Katherine’s Hotel, near the Fox Camp. Here I got my Lifer of the day when one, then two more Tristram Starlings was seen. Another nice surprise here was at least ten Golden Oriole’s (at least two male & 8 female). Other birds seen here were Spotted Flycatcher, Redstart, Whinchat and a few Eastern Orphean Warblers. There were a few other warblers as well but we couldn’t get onto them long enough to ID them or get a photo of them.
A short drive to the Wadi Raha only brought us a few more White-crowned Black Wheatear and two Crag Martin so it was back to the Camp to pack up and move on.
Not long after we left the St Katherine’s area we joined the road to Dahab. A few kilometres from the junction we came to a large water well on the right side of the road with some trees around it. This looked an obvious place for birds but as it turned out there were only three species there. About twenty House Sparrow, a Spotted Flycatcher but best of all some confiding Trumpeter Finch.
We didn’t stop again until close to Sharm El Sheikh. We had a look around the Mangroves at Nabq. Not too many birds there but those we saw were two Whimbrel, four Sooty Gulls, a Western Reef Heron, two Caspian Tern a Grey Plover and a lone Bee eater.
That was it for the day.
May 5th.
A virtual Non-birding day. I did some snorkelling amongst the fantastic fish at Sharm then caught up with my trip reports etc before going to Sharms Sewage works late in the hope of getting Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse, which apparently only come to drink just after dark.
We left the hotel at 2.30pm and drove to Ras Mohammed. It was very quiet there and for such a large expanse of muddy areas there weren’t that many birds to be seen. Total birds were, 7 Kentish Plover, 4 Curlew, 15 Dunlin, 1 Western reef Heron, 3 Ringed Plover, 1 Curlew Sandpiper, 2 Caspian Tern and a Slender-billed Gull.
We had spent over an hour there and it was time to move on to Sharm’s Sewage Farm in the hope that Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse would arrive. Whilst waiting quite a few birds were seen including, 30+ Cattle Egret, at least 5 Little Egret, 20+ Spur-winged Lapwing, 10+ White Stork, 10 Wood Sandpiper, 5 Green Sandpiper, 11 Dunlin, 5 Curlew Sandpiper, 8 Ringed Plover and 30+ Squacco Heron..
Unfortunately, despite waiting for an hour after dark, the Sandgrouse didn’t show.
May 6th, departure day.
Even though I didn’t have to be at the airport until 16:15 I didn’t fancy doing any birding today, although I did spot a Kingfisher flying along the beach whilst I was having breakfast. It was far too hot a day and to be honest I was all birded out.
Back to England: sigh!!
John
